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Fall Meeting Program: PRA PresidenKira Lueders

ThenextPRA meetingwill beon Octoberl6th(a Monday)at 7:30pmin the Mediaroomat Kensington
Parkwood ElementarySchool.The topic is keepingour homesand our neighborhood safe.

We havea new CommunityServicesPolice Officer replacingOfficer Oliver Janneywho helpedusfind out
who wassettingoff fireworksin Parkwoodat oddtimeslastsummerHer nameis Dana Stroman andshewill
be our speakerSomeof theissueghatcanbediscussedvith herarecrime statistics carbreakins, traffic
cuttingthroughthe neighborhoodt high speedsindignoring stopsigns,andtherecentreportof howthieves
canstealyour carby capturinga signalfrom your remote.

Pleasesendme issuesof particular concernthat you would like her to address,and! will let herknow
whenl meetwith herbeforeour meeting.(Ed. note:SeeK i r @ritastinformationon pagel?.)

We will alsohavegoodnewsaboutthe Cedar Lane traffic islandsandsignal changesat the Cedar
Lane/355intersection athough not right-turn-onlyé yet. Finaly, we will discusghe problemraisal recently
onthelistservregardinghelossof parking spacesat Grosvenor andpossibleremedies

| hopeto seeyou atthe meeting.

Kira
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Feature Article s Our Libraries -Kensington Park and NoyesC h i | dLkibearyd s

Kensington Park Library : A New Branch Manager and More Hours
People pooks,andtechnology’ a greatcombinationandyou canfind themall atthe KensingtonParkLibrary.

First, therearethe people Thealwayshelpful staffis led by our newbranchmanagerKarenMiller, who
arrived earlierthis yearfrom the GermantowrLibrary. Karendescribeshe staffaswonderful,experienced,
teamplayers.Shesaysbeingat KensingtonParkis a bit of ahomecomindor heri sheworkedhere37 years
agoandsaysthe communityis just asfriendly andwelcomingnow asit wasthen.

The peoplealsoincludethereadersborrowersandusersof theb r a nmahy8esvicesaswell asthel i br ar vy
invaluablesupportinggroups,suchasthe Friendsof the Library, who havemadepossiblemanyof the
improvementsn thel i b r facilitiehlike gardensfurnitureto createoutdoorreadingareasandliterary stairs
andwall murals. In addition,thereis the Library Advisory Group,volunteersvho meetwith Karenonehour
everyothermonthin theevenirg. Theirmissionis to representhe needof our communityto herandto the
countyLibrary Board. Karenwelcomesanyonewho wantsto be onthe Advisory Group,sayingthatalthough
thetime commitments minimal, the contributionof the memberss essetial for maintaininga high-quality

library.

Secondtherearethe books KensingtonParkis arelativelysmallbranch butit is our gatewayto anybookor
articlein the MontgomeryCountypublic library systemandbeyondthatto anybookin a publiclibrary in the
stateof Maryland. And if thatis notenoughthe KP branchwill connectyouto aninternationalinterlibrary
loansystenmthatcangive you accesto manyof theresourcesn over10,000librariesin 56 countries!

But backto Kensington. The KP branchmaintainsa book shelfof worksby local authors. Hereyou will find
booksby writerswholive in ourarea( fi | adsdbeadiydefined);youwill surelyfind atleastonebookwhose
authormakesyousay,i i dkmawshelivedh e r And b you arejustbrowsing,looking for agoodread,
KP Library hasshelves of currentbest
sellersandshelvesof booksrecommended
by the staff. Be carefulif youwalk by
thoseshelveshowever. You arelikely to
sit downwith oneandfind you havejust
spentanhourin pleasurableeading.
Might aswell checkit out for threeweeks.
And thereis oftenadisplayof newly
receivedbooks.

Of course pooks(andmagazinesareno
longerjustboundvolumeson paper. They
comein avarietyof forms,including
audiobooks,e-books,ande-magazinesall
of whichyoucanfi b o r r.e,wo ,
download,from thelibrary for asetperiod
of time. Whentheitemisfi d b @ citk 0
simply disappearérom whateverdevice
you werereadingit on,soyou neverhave

anylatefees!

Interestedn music? Checkouthefreedownloadserviceghatprovideaccesgo over3,000,000ecordingson
Sonyandotherindependentecordlabels unlimited acces from beginningthroughadvancedelf-pacedvideo
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lessondor instrumentsandvoice; andvarious streamingservicedor manydifferenttypesof music,including
classicaljazz, American,andcontemporaryglobal. And checkoutthe MCPL websitefor usefuldatabasesuch
asworld languagdearning,earlyliteracytips, consumeinformation,magazinearticles,e- andaudio books,e-
magazinesindmore.And it is all free.

And for kids, in additionto the newly refurbishedbpright,invitingc h i | deadngr@mfilled with books,
thereare Little ExplorersGo! Kits. Thesearebackpacksfundedby the Friendsof the Library anddeveloped
by the countyfor childrenin two agegroups,3-6 and7-12,to getthemexcitedaboutscienceandmath.Thekits
aredesignedo encouraggarentscaregvers,andkids to activelyexploretheworld aroundthem. Eachkit
containsseverabooks,scienceools,andactivities;somealsocontainaneducationaDVD. Kits canbe
borrowedfor two weeks,a greatadvantagdor parentsvho mayhavelesstime to cometo thelibrary andfor
grandparentsrho wantto havesomeeducationahctivitiesfor grandchildrerwho maybe aboutto descenan
them.

Third, thereis the technology Undertheleadership
of ParkerHamilton,therecentlyretiredDirector of
PublicLibraries,the countyhasbeencommittedto
ensuringthatall its librariesare21% century
institutions. At the KensingtonParkbranch this
meanghatpatronshaveaccesdo anyof its 12
personacomputersincludingonefor kids, 2 large
screerPCscompliantwith the Americanswith
DisabilitiesAct, andan AssistedTechnology
workstation. Therearealso10 laptops,which canbe
usedanywherean the building, includingin the
meetng andcollaborationrooms. Or you canconnect
your own computeror smartphonetothel i br ar
high-speedwirelessnetwork. Is your Internet
connectiorat hometoo slow sometimes?Cometo the
KP Library. Also, therearechargingstationsfor digital 1 of the 2 collaborationroomswhere2-4 peoplecanwork together
devicesandcopier/printerghatcanmakeblack and

white or color copiesfor afee.

Forthekids, thereareEarly LiteracyandAfter SchoolEdgeStations specialcomputergpreloadedvith child-
testedsoftwarethathelpsmakelearningsciencemath,geogaphyandreadingmorefun for youngchildren.
And the Go Kits mentionedabovenow includea Playawayl.aunchpadvith recommendedpps.Theseare
educationatabletsespeciallydesignedor kids with preloadeceducationatoftware.

And finally, did you know thatthelibrary hastwo 3-D printerson order? 3D printingis the procesf making
a 3-dimensionabbjectfrom a digital desgn file. Checkoutthetechnicaldetailsandinformationabouthow to
useit atthec o u nwepsies

Putall thistogetheri the people thebooksandothermaterialsandthetechnology-- combineit with good
leadershippndquality servicesprovidedby Karenandthe staff andyou havea communityhub wherepeople
big andlittle cancometo read,to study,to learnnewthingsandevento work together. This happendecause
the staff work hardto makeall theseresourcesisefulandreadilyaccessibléo us.In additionto all thebooks
andmagazinesnd computersthereis ameetingroomthatanyonen the countycanuseto present program
andhaveadiscussion.Therearetalksby authors storytimesfor toddlersandpreschoolersyideoproduction
classesandwriting clubsfor teensfamily gamingnights, Englishconversatiorsessionsppenmic musicnights,
presentationsn homerenovationsandnativeplants,aknittersg u i | dlist justgoeson. And if you needa
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placefor 2-4 peopleto meethaveawork sessiongr justa
quietplacefor yoursef, therearetwo collaborationrooms
thatcanbereservedor upto two hoursatatime.

Goto theKensingtonParklibrary sometimethis fall.
StartingOct 17, additionalhourswill beaddedon Thursday
morningsandMondayandWednesdagveningssothe
library will beopenMondayThursdayl0-8, and
Friday/SaturdayL0-6. It is aquiet,active,thoughtful,

i h a p p@acd. Andwhenyougoin,d o nmissthe
shelvesf booksfor salemaintainedoy the Friendsof the
Library. You couldbesurprisedat what you find there,
bothfiction (ScottT u r oBu@enof Proof, Robert

Wa | | heBdidgesof MadisonCounty,SaraGr u e n 6
Waterfor ElephantsArthur Go | d Blembissof a Geishg
andnonfiction (Mitch Al b o T e s dvahyMorse,
BobWo o d w arhed\Var svithina War,Walterl s a a c
Thelnnovatorg. Adult hardbacksare$2.00;paperbacksre
$1.00;c hi | dardbacksse$1.00;paperbackare$.50.
Youc a rbéatthosepricesandall proceedsareusedto
supportthelibrary.

;&;
E¥

The NoyesC h i | dlribearyd s

It is amagicallooking place,onethatsurelyhousesa few fairiesandpixies, maybeevena goblin or two. But
therealmagicis in thechildrenwho love it, the parentsvho bring their kids to it, the peoplewho staffit, and
thefriendsandcommunitywho havesupportedt throughoutits almostl25years. It istheNoyesCh i | dr e n &
Library at 10237Carroll Placein Kensingtona coupleof blocksbehindSafeway. Its official nameis the
NoyesLibrary for YoungChildren,but mostpeoplecall it theNoyesC h i | dLibrarg. Agults arewelcome,

of course aslong asa child accompaniethem.

NoyesLibrary hasanintriguing history, atale of crisesand
commitment. It wasfoundedin 1893by BrainardWarner,a
WashingtonD.C. real estatedevelopeandfounderof the Town
of Kendngton,andby CrosbyNoyes,editorandpublisherof the
WashingtorEveningStar. Noyesbelievedthatthefoundation
of his newspapecareemwaslaid whenhewasa poorboyin
Maine andhadaccesgo a smallcollectionof booksin his
town'sshaemaker'shop.

NoyesLibrary wasintendedo serveasanintellectualandsocial |
centerfor theentirecommunityandfor residentof all ages. It
wasa placewherechildrencoulddo theirhomework adults i S, O
couldreadandcheckout books,andthetown couldhold NoyesLibrary a longtimeago

meetingslt is the oldestpubliclibrary buildingin the

WashingtorD.C. area pre-datingthe Jeffersorbuilding of the Library Congresdy four years. At onetime, it
wasasubscriptioribrary ($1.00peryear),andbooks couldbetakenoutfor 10 centsa month.
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The Library operatedhroughits subscriptionsprivatedonationsand,eventually supportirom the Town of
Kensingtonuntil theearly1950's At thattime smalllocal librariesweregiventhe optionto join the newly
formedMontgomeryCountyDepartmenbf PublicLibraries.Recognizinghe advantagesf beingpartof the
countysystemthe NoyesLibrary Associationthegoverningbody,decidedo transitionfrom beinga
communitylibrary undera privateboardof trusteesto becomingoneof ninelibrariesthatjoinedto createthe
MontgomeryCountyPublicLibrary (MCPL) system.

Unfortunatelythe countydecidedo closeNoyesin thelate 1960s. Fortunately the Associationandthe
communitywould not hearof it andrallied to its support,both politically andfinancially. Noyeswasre-opened
in 1972 thistime with anewname,The NoyesChildren'sLibrary, with a specificmission:to developchild-
focusedprogramghatcanbe adoptedoy othercountylibraries,to work regularlywith specialneedschildren,

to reachout to childrenwho cannoteasilyattendthe usuallibrary branchprogramsandto work with groupsof
parentsandotheradultsinvolvedin servicego children.

orEeel . | Thenewlibrary for childrenperkedalongcontentedly

. ¢/ with booksandstoryhoursfor kids andcreativepenny

- theatreproductionof classicc h i | dtoriesuriils

¥ 1991,whenthedreadedcountybudgetcrisisreturned
andonceagainthreatenedts existence.Soits supporters
bandedogetheragain,thistime asthe NoyesLibrary
Foundationto meetthelatestchallenge. The Foundation
formeda public-privatepartnershipvith the
MontgomeryCountyCouncilandraisedhalfthel i br ar vy
operatingoudget. Theydid thisin avery shorttime
throughpersonadonationsandvariousfundraising
eventsncludingagalacalled"The StarsCome Out For
Noyes",for which dozensof Hollywood stars
autographe@nddonatedheir favorite children'sbooks,which werethenauctionedff. Forthenextdecade,
the Foundatiorheldan everyotheryeargala,eachof which hada speciatthemethathelpedto makemanyof
theauctionitemsvery attractive. Forexamplefor theft T i tmMakeN o y e@aainanylocal artistsand
artisanscreateduniqueclocksfor theauction. In betweergalasthe Foundatiorheld otherfund-raising
activities. Finally, by the startof thenewmillennium,thec o u nfingnéeshadimprovedto the pointwhere
it couldagainfund Noyescompletely,andits supportersouldtakeawell-deservedespite.

But asalways,newchallengesrose. The
recessiorthatstartedn 2008againthreatened
thel i b r fandiggdAsnd in 2010thebuilding
wasdeclaredo beoutof compliancewith '
requirement®f the Americanswith Disabilities §
Act (ADA). SoonceagainNoyessupporters,
throughthe Foundationcametogetherthis
time raisingenoughmoneyto supportstaff
salariedor two yearsuntil thec o u nkugdgét s
returnedo previouslevels.

However,solvingthe ADA challengehasbeen
moredifficult. Theinitial solutionproposed
wasto dotheminimumneededo reach
complianceput Noyeshasbeendesignatedn
historicbuilding, andnearlyeveryonewho sees
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it recognizests intrinsic appeall to all ages. Doingthe minimumto meetADA requirementsvould have
seriouslyaffectedits attractivenesandwould not haveenabledt to make effectiveuseof its existingspace,
suchasthe currentlyinaccessiblehird floor, which is neededo supportits earlyliteracyprograms.At the
sametime, whateverchangesaremademustbe approvedy the MontgomeryCountyHistoric Preservation
Commission(HPC)andby the MarylandHistoric Trust(MHT).

Evercreative the membersf thefoundationhaveput forwardinnovativesolutionsto manyof the ADA
problems. For exampleratherthaninstallinganinsideelevator which would havereducedspae, piercedthe
roof, (andbeenugly), anarchitecton thefoundationboardhasproposedan externalelevator possiblyeven
with awhimsicaldesignthatevokestheimageof afairy taletower. Thec o u nHhisioriceommissioragrees
with this solution,but to date the Foundations still awaitingapprovalof its plansfrom the MarylandHistoric
Trust.

Throughoutall of this, thefoundationandthe countyhavebeenpressingorwardwith their sharedvision to
makeNoyesa leaderin boththe countyandthe statein fosteringearlychildhoodliteracy. In July2016,MCPL
announcedhatNoyeswill housethe JanJablonskEarly Literacy Training Center to create modelandexport
bestpracticeearlyliteracytrainingfor librariansandlibrary sciencestuderts, early childhoodeducators,
daycareprovidersand,of course parents.In Marchof this year,the Centerwasformally openedby County
Executivelke Leggett.

Fornow, the Centerwill becomprisedf agrowingcollectionof earlyliteracyresourceso be housedat Noyes
andmadeavailablethroughthetrainedchildren'slibrariansthere. As the Foundatiorandthec ount y 6 s
departmenof publiclibrariescontinueto designthe expandedibrary beingplannedthroughthe Make MORE
NoyesCampaignthe Centerwill takeshapeasa spacewithin Noyes,a missionbasedat Noyes,andan
importantandvaluableopportunityto improveearlyliteracy.

The centeris namedn honorof JanJablonskiwho servedasthef o u n d ad-presidedup until herdeathin
July2016from ALS, the debilitatingneuroagenerativelisease.Despitehavingno useof herarmsandlegs
overthe Iastfew yearsandhavmgto rer on avent|latorfor breathing Janwasthedriving force behindthe

| N Y : /" . =7 creationof thecenterandits commitmento early

' |27 /<. literacy. Sheoftenhadto communicatéy typing her

“X thoughtsout, or by havingsomeonsesitting closeto
- herat foundationmeetingsannouncevhatshesaidto
othersin theroom. In March2016,afterthe county
 finishedwork onanewwheelcha rampat Noyes,
shewasableto enterthe building for thefirst time
sincebecominga quadriplegic.

% With supporterdike JanJablonskithefoundation,

| andthecounty,the NoyesLibrary for Childrenwill
| continueto thrive, perhapsnto the nextmillennium,
despitewhateverchallengest will face,guidedby its
foundingvision, its love of children,andits
unwaveringsupportoy our community.

p
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Meet Your Neighbors SandyCepaitasand her husbandGerry Cepaitas

As we havenoted Parkwoods afriendly communitywherewe greeteachothercordially andoftenhelpeach
otheroutasbestwe can. However,we oftend o rgétto know manyof our neighboramoreextensivelyThe
goalof this column, thelatestin the seriesjs to introducesomeof the manyinterestingpeoplein Parkwood. If
you know someonavhomyou think we would all like to know better tell the editorby email
(leff@jandjgriffith.com) or phonemessagé301-530-0897).

Artist, wife, retiredteachermother,long-time memberof the
MontgomeryArt AssociationgrandmotherandParkwood
residentfor morethan40 years: meetSandyCepaitas
(pronouncedi speet i sSandycameto Parkwoodfrom
Pittsburghwith herhusbandGerry,in 1973. At thetime, he
il wasanengineewith Bechtel,thecompanythatmanagedhe
. constructiorof the Metro subwaysystemandhe camehereto
helpthembuild it. Sandyhadbeenteachingschooloutsideof
PittsburghputwhensheandGerrymovedhere,shestayedat
homewith heryoungsonanddaughteuntil theybegarnto
attendKensingtonParkwoodElementarySchool. Thenshe
resumedeachingagain first at The PrimaryDay Schoolin
Bethesdaandlater,for 16 years,at Beauvoir,the elementary
schoolof the NationalCathedral. Sandytaughtthellttlest
onespreK andKindergarten.ii T hweyefun andl lovedi tshesaid. ;

It happenedhatG e r rayntaisdunclelived acrosghestreeton Dresden,
andwhentheyfoundoutthatSandyandGerrywereengagednd coming
to thisareatheytold themaboutan e i g hhbusathéatwasaboutto go
onthemarket. Theyboughtit i atwo-bedroombungalowwith a
breezewayanda garage.Overthe years theymodifiedtheir bungalow,as
is typical for our neighborhoodby enlargingtheliving room, creatinga
diningroom,andaddinganentiresecondloor. fiwe did havecontractors
for thetwo majoraddition® shesaid,ii B we did quiteabit of work
togetheron the secondstoryadditionto economizeon costs.We putdud
work togetherandranit. Gerrypulledthewiring, andl learnedto wire
receptaclesandthenanelectricianwould checkthework. We also
installedinsulation,did dry wall worké anddid the painting. | look back
andwonderhow we did it, with bothof usworking full time. Guesswe
wereyounger!lt wasdefinitely alaborof love.0 And, of coursethey
createda beautifulgardenin the backandalovely front yardthathastwo
verytall evergreerirees.

Sandyhadalwayshadaninterestin art buthadneverhadthetimeto pursueit. After sheretiredfrom teaching
full-time, shedecidedo takea watercolor classthatwasmentionedn a countybrochure. It wasa largeclass
andmostof the studentalreadyhadsomeexperiencavith watercolors. But theteachemwasunderstandingnd
madea pointof giving herandtwo to threeotherbeginnersomeextrainstruction. Sandywashooked,and
fourteenyearslatersheis still taking classesvith this sameteacherandstill painting,primarily florals and
landscapesOftenusinga photoshehastakenratherthanworking enplein air, shedoesher paintingathome
andin herclass.(Ed note: Thepicturesin this articleareall by Sandy.)
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Becausef herpainting,Sandybecamenvolvedwith the MontgomeryArt Association(MAA), whichfor
severalyearshadagalleryin the Westfieldmall. Shevolunteeredatthe gallery,which gaveherachanceo
talk to otherartistsandexchangedeaswith them. Whenthe economybegarto recoverfrom the 2008
recessionthe mall receiveda commerciakcontractfor the spacesothe Galleyclosed. But thework of the
associatiorhascontinued;t heldoneof its biggestexhibitions,asit hasbeendoingfor severalyears,atthe
Kensingtorntown hall this pastLabor Day weekend. Sandyhadseveralbriginal worksin theshowaswell asa
bin with herprintsandalsohercards. A requiremento bein theshowis thattheartisthasto includeat least
onework aboutKensington. After severalyearsof paintingKensingtorhowses( i D m@allywantto do another
o0 n e Bhedecidedo paintthe skateboarderaho usethe playgroundareain the backof the former
KensingtonElementarySchoolon Detrick Ave precursoto KPES. [Seethe nextstoryaboutthe Montgomery
Art Associaton.]

Gerryretiredafterworking about30 yearsfor Metro. He staysbusywith their gardenandhouse with friends,
andwith travel. Onatrip lastfall, Gerrywentto Cambodiaandreturnedo Viethamwherehe hadbeenan
engineelin thearmyduringthewarin Vietnam. Gerryandhis companybuilt abridgeacrossariver there,and
Gerrywantedto seeif it wasstill standing.Not only is it still there,butit is now surroundedy atownthathas
becomesobig andsobusythathe did not evenrecognze the bridgewhenhefirst wentacrosst. (It is about
thesizeof thebridgeon CedarLanethatcrossefRock Creekjust southof BeachDrive.)

Thecouplehasseenmanychange®vertheir 40 yearsliving in Parkwood hotingtheincreasedraffic andlarge
numberof renovatedaungalows Sandythinksit canbedisconcertingo seesomeof thelargerplaces
alongsidesomeof thesmallerbungalows
thatwerepredominantvhentheymoved
here. Shedoesadmit,however thatmost
of therenovationdhavebeentastefuland
areoftenattractivetohera r t eys.t 0 s

SandyandGerrystill loveliving in
Parkwood. Thelocal public schools,
which boththeirkids liked very much;the
neighborsandfriends;andthe housesall
makeit a greatplacefor them. Theirson
anddaughtebothlive nearby,in Rockville
andBrookeville,andSandystill babysits
for heryoungesgrandsoronedayaweek.
And shehasbeenoneof theblock-captains
for distributingPRA newsletterso the45
homeson DresderSt for manyyears

Whentheir kids weregrowingup manyof their friendshipsevolvedthroughtheir children. Sandyrecallsa
babysittingco-op thathelpedkeepdownthe costsof goingoutto dinnerasneighborgook turnslooking after
eacho t h &ids.6Asvolunteersecretay kepttherecordof who satfor whomandwhen. ii lwhasg r e, she 0
said. i We&ventinto eachotheits homesandgotto knowthekidsandthep a r e hWhemthedkids gotolder
andmovedout of thehouseanii e mmasters | Uilled the socialvoid of the no-longerneededabysitters
co-op; butovertime thatfadedaswell. SoasSandyandGerryareableto travelmoreoftenin their retirement,
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someof their newesftfriendslive in othercities. Theyareableto see
eachotherby travelingtogetheror takingvacationgn the same
places.i Wareblessedvith alotofnicef r i ends . 0

SandyandGerrystill try to keepup with their neighborsn
Parkwood. Everyyeartheyandtheirimmediateneighborgplana pot
luck andprovidethe hot dogsandhamburges for a picnic with the
otherresidenton Dresden.Soeventhoughtheyarenow amongthe
i e | doéthesoonmunity,theywork to makesureit continuedo be
awelcomingplace.

WhenG e r rjop With the Bechtelcompanyto build the Metro was
nearingcompletion the companystartectalking to him abouthis next
assignmentwhich could havebeenanywheran theworld. Asthey
talkedaboutit, SandyandGerrydecidedthattheyliked living right
heresomuchthattheydid notwantto leave. Fortunately Gerrywas
offereda job with Metro, which now neededts own staff of
professionakngineers.SowhenBechteltold him thathis next /
assignmentvould be overseastheydecidedo turnit downandstay q
herein Parkwood. Thatwasa gooddecisionfor themandfor us.

!‘{}'4/75

Art at the Kensington Town Hall

And speakingof artists,the MontgomeryArt
Association(MAA) heldits annualartexhibitionin the
KensingtonTown Hall overthethreedayLaborDay
weekend.Over100artistsdisplayedhundredof
original works, prints,andcards,manyof exceptional
quality. TheMAA wasestablishedn 1954and
supportghevisualartsin the Washington
Metropolitanarea. Membersof the organizatiorare
artistsworkingin avariety of mediaandstylesand
include bothbeginningandexperiencedrtistsand
bothamateursindprofessionalsThe MAA sponsos
regularlecturesandartistdemonstrationgnember
exhibits, museundield trips, and anonline Members
displayandsalesGallery. TheMAA alsoconducts
communityoutreachthroughtheirc hi | dént e n 6
activitiesandcollegescholarshigrogram.

Thejudgeof the LaborDay showwasWalt Bartman,
Directorandfounderof the Yellow Barnin GlenEcho,
andco-founderof the Griffin Art Center,Frederick,
MD. His statemenaboutjudgingart:i T hmest BaklavaCoutureby JenniferBarlowi First Placefor works
importante|ementhat| look for in aworkof art is the reflectingKen;ingtorandthewinneroftheBerthaCIumAward.
6 p 0 eftv i s iltdsraldocalledtheessencefthe ~ Scurcetheartisiswebsite
ideaandgoesbeyondheliteral. Theworkschoserasawardwinnersreflectwhat Pisarro saidwhenhe
advisedhis studento be6 h o naedpainbtheirt e mper ament s. 0
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First, secondthird, andhonorablementionawardsweregivenin four generalcategories:LandscapgPortrait,
People,andAnimals Still Life; andAbstract Therewasalsoafifth categoryfor piecesreflectingthescenery
or spirit of the Town of Kensington. First placein the Kensingtoncategoryanda specialawardcalledthe
BerthaClum Award, wentto JenniferBarlow for herwork entitledBaklavaCouture This awardis namedafter
the personwho donatedhe Clum-KennedyParkon KensingtonParkway. It wasparticularlyenjoyable(for
your editor)to learnthatthe actualBaklavaCouturestoreis just aroundthe corneron MetropolitanAvenue.
JenniferB a r | pictudedoesjusticeto someof thedeliciousitemsonecanpurchasehere.

While all the categorietrada numberof beautifulpaintings,it wasespeciallyinterestingto seethe manyworks
aboutKensingtorthroughthe eyesof the artists. A numberof theseworkswill beondisplayin the Town Hall
throughouthe year. With apologiedo the artistsfor the poorquality of thee d i tplootographsakenatthe
show,herearepicturesof thesecondolacewinneri Pregige Auto, Metropolitan Autoby PatrickSiegandthird
placewinner Moonlightby LiPing Zhu.

PrestigeAuto, Metropolitanuto by Patrick Sieg Moonlightby LiPing Zhu

HonorableMention Awardsin the Kensingtoncategorywentto:

ClaudiaEverittfor Timeless,

David Sommerdor KensingtorEconomyat Sunset
DebbieMiller for FreshFruits and Flowers
DianaMedinafor Kensington

Lisa Mathiasfor A viewfrom Flinn Park
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Political Notes

This is a briefand norpartisan report on some
of the developments that may affect Parkwood
residents. It will appear periodically in the
newsletter as events warrant. Comments from
readers are welcome.

2018will beabig yearfor electionsatthe
national,state,andlocal levels. ThePRA
Newslettemwill takenoteof activitiesatthelocal

levelthatcouldbeof interestto Parkwoodresidents.

In thisissue thefocusis onthe CountyCounciland
Courty Executive.

Theprimaryelectionwill takeplace
onJune26,2018with early voting
Junel4-21. Thegeneraklectionwill
be heldNovember6, 2018with early
voting October25to Novemberl.

2018ElectionT County Council and County
Executive

In 2016,Montgomeryotersapprovedca
referendunthatlimited the memberof the county
councilandthe countyexecutiveto threeterms.
Theresultis thatfour of the currentnine council
membersaretermlimited andcannotrun for
reelectionto the council. ThisincludesRoger
Berliner,who representshe Parkwoodpartof
District 1, andAt-LargememberdNancyFloreen,
Marc Elrich, andGeorgeleventhal. To date,three
of thesei Councilmember8erliner,Elrich, and
Leventhalhavedeclaredher candidacyfor the
DemocraticPartynominationfor CountyExecutive.
RobinFickerhasdeclaredor the Republican
nomination.

To date,four candidatehavedeclaredheir
candidacyfor the District 1 Councilseat,and
fourteenhavedeclaredor thefour At-largeseats.
It is likely thatothercandidatesvill declarefor
theseoffices. Thedeadlinefor candidateso file for
electionis 9 p.m. TuesdayfFebruary27. The
official list of candidategor MontgomeryCounty
ExecutiveandCouncilis maintanedby the
MarylandStateBoardof Electionsonits Local
Candidates.ist. Thecompletdist of all candidates
for all stateandlocal officescanbefoundonthe
B 0 a rwebsite Thesdists areupdateddaily.

EnvironmeComeal i st 0s

Otherthanthroughour votesandour donations,
mostof usdo not havethe opportunityto influence
internationalor nationalenvironmentapoliciesand
practices.But we canalwaysdo thingslocally,
especiallyatthe personalevel to makea difference.
Two ideasthatyour editorlearnedaboutrecently,
onethroughthelistservandonefromared t or 6 s
newsletterseemedvell worth considering.They
arerepeatederebecausét is usefulto sharegood
ideaswhenyou find them.

Solar Cooperative
Source: GaryandDianaD i t tNew8letter

A groupof environmentallyconcerned
neighborgn North Chevy ChaseandKensington
haveformeda nonprofitorganizatiorto take
advantagefMar y | mewd © ® mmuSroil tayr 6
pilot program,authorizedn 2015. For avarietyof
reasongfor example treesshadingour roofs),
manyof uscannotgenerateur own solarpower.
Ma r y | mewprdyramaimsto expandaccesso
local renewablesnergy. The pilot programrelieson
multi-usersolarpanelarraysplacedocally, but not
necessarilyn the communityitself, or evenin the
samecounty.

Al Bartlettof thenewnon-profit volunteer
ChevyChaseKensingtonCommunitySolar
(CCKCS)explainsfi T lpanelsneedto be
somewherén P e p ctasribosyi notin our
backyards.But theyarecloseenoughthatthe solar
powerdoesnot haveto travellong distanceswhich
is muchmore efficientthanbuying powergenerated
by thewind farmsin Pennsylvaniarl ndi &e a .
addsthatthei é p r oaf elkng out Community
Solaris é slowerthanwe hopedand
expect adatualyn appeni ng. o

CCKCSis currentlynegotiatingwith
Community Solarprojectdevelopmentompanies
to getthe bestcostandconditionsfor participating
households.Oncethe bestsupplieris identified,
residentswill signtheirownindividual contracts
with thatorganization.

Throughthe CommunitySolarprogram,a
r e s i dhaneof tllesolarpowergenerateds
deliveredby Pepcoputbilled separately.
RegardlessPepcostill deliverswhatevempower
residentsstill needfrom thegrid.
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To expressnterestin the CCKCSgroup,fill outthe
form atthis addressNo individual commitments
neededat this point.

Composting

Source:Postedon thelistservby Audreyon
Westbrook.ane Andyour editor canattestto the
factthatit worksi weare usingit.

To introduceeasycompostingo our
neighborhoodatalow cost,membersf the
Parkwoodneighborhoodavethe opportunityto
join with The CompostCrewPILOT
COMPOSTINGPROGRAMandbeginsimple,
clean,andconvenientompostingasa community.
The CompostCrew, run by aWhitmangrad,Ryan
Walterandfriends,will providethetools(compost
containersandbags)andweeklyathomecurbside
pick-up services

HOW WILL IT WORK?TheCompostCrew
will provideeachparticipatinghouseholdvith a
collection bin andcompostabléags.Each
householdnly needgo separat@ut organicwaste,
justaswe alreadydo with our plasticsandpaper,
andto leavethe compostingbin atthe curbonthe
designatediayof theweek.Your food scrapsand
othercompostablétemswill be processeata
compostingacility in Maryland. Twice ayear,in
the SpringandFall, eachhouseholds eligible to
receiverich, finishedcomposif desiredor theycan
simply donateit.

WHAT CAN BE COMPOSTEDand WHY? As
arule of thumb,anything thatgrowsor is made
from the Earthcangoin thebin. Thisincludes
meat,dairy, vegetableandfruit scrapscoffee
groundsandfilters, teaandteabags.eggshells,
breadsandothergrains,napkins papertowels,
pizzaboxesdryerlint, etc. A comprehensivdist is
locatedhere:ThelList. By divertingthe
compostablgortionof our solid wasteawayfrom
thelandfill andreturningnutrientsto our soil and
food systemwe significanty reduceour carbon
footprintandgreenhousgasemissionswhile
conservingvaluablenutrientsandimprovingthe
healthof ourlocal soil.

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?CompostCrew
is offering Parkwooda communityrateof $21/
month areductionfrom the usualrateof
$32/month pecausa Kensingtornfamily hada
successfupilot runin town. No long-term
commitments required.Savemoreandpromote

compostingatthe sametime by sharingyour
referrallink/codeafteryou signup!

WHO MAY JOIN? Anyonein the Pakwood
neighborhoodBustclick on Justclick onthe
compostcrew.com/parkwoahdsignup.

SchoolsUpdate

Thisupdatewaspreparedby Emily Beckman
the KensingtorParkwoodPTA Cluster
Representative

Construction at Kensington Parkwood
Elementary School

As I'm suremanyof you havenoticed,
constructions well underwayon the Kensington
Parkwoodaddition. The plannedadditionslightly
enlargeghe cafeteria/alpurposeroom, creats two
additionalKindergarterclassroomsandaddsmany
classroomsn thenewportionof the building. This
additionwill increasdhe capacityof Kensington
Parkwoodo 746 studentsandshouldallow the
Countyto removethe portableclassroomsvhich
havebeenhousingthe 4th gradeclassegor quite
sometime now. While thelower entranceo the
schoolnow feelsabit like walking througha
constructim zone,it hasre-openedandbeen
designedo allow our studentgo enterandexit the
building safely.

TheKPESadditionis plannedo be
completedn time for the beginning
of the20182019schoolyear.

Impact of White Flint DevelopmentPlan

Along with KP'saddition,the Countyhas
plannedconstructiorprojectsthatwill takeall the
elementaryschoolsn the Walter Johnsorcluster
(Ashburton,Farmland GarrettPark,KP, Luxmanor
andWyngate)to a capacityof about750
students.CurrentCouny guidelinessecommend
thatelementaryschoolshavea capacityof 450-750
students.If we don'twantour schoolsto be pushed
overthe 750-studentthresholdoy developmenin
our cluster,we will needto beadvocatingor new
elementaryschools. This meansboth securingand
for the schoolor schoolsandpushingthe Boardof
EducationandCountyCouncilto makeopeninga
seventhelementaryschoolin our clustera
priority. ThePTAsatthe WalterJohnsorcluster
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schoolsareworking togetherto do just this type of
advo@cy.

The ClusterGrouptestifiedat the County
Councilmeetingon Septembei 9,2017when
the Councilconsideredhe White Flint
developmenplan,ameetingat which the
PlanningBoarddecidednotto recommend
dedicationof landfor schools.

TheKPESPTA andthe WJ Clustergroup
welcomecontinuedchelpandinput from residentsof
Parkwooda neighborhoodhatwould be affected
by schoolssuchasKPESbeingbuilt evenbiggerto
accommodatéhe growingstudentpopulation.

[ Edi note:rAbits winter meetingthePRA

votedto approvesupportfor theWJC| ust er 0's

positionon schoolplanning. Jeff Griffith, PRAVP
preparech statementonsistentvith this votefor
thecouncilmeeting.]

Walter JohnsonOvercrowding and Re-opening
of Woodward High School

Finally, our clusteris alsoworking hardon
plansfor the possiblere-openingof Woodward
High School. WalterJohnsorHigh Schoolis
anticipatedo beabout500 studentovercapacity
within the nextsix years. Thecurrentfreshman
classat WJ clockedin atjustunder700
students.Eachclasscurrentlyat WJis largerthan
theonebefore,andwe know from our elementary
schoolstudennumberghat the classeswill
continueto increasen size If youwould like to
know more aboutthe procesdor re-opening
WoodwardHigh School,pleasefeel free to reach
out to me (Emily Backman)at
kpes.clusterrgs@gmail.com

Hydrangea®n SaulRoadcommunitygarden
Clare Murphy

Traffic Update
Cedar Lane Islands

Background. In 2012,the MCDOT installed
threesideislandsto i ¢ atl rma ftHatiis cslow
downthe speed®f theincreasinghumberof cars
thathadbegunto useCedarasa commuterrouteto
WisconsinAvenue,NIH, andthe NavalMedical
Centerwhich hadbeenenlargedo accommodate
therelocaton of WalterReedArmy Hospital.
Many residenthavefoundtheseislandsactually
madetravellesssafebecauseheynarrowedhe
roadwayandpushedncomingvehiclestoward
eachother. In addition,theislandsaredifficult to
seeandvehiclesturningonto Cedarfrom our side
roadsareoftenforcedcloserto oncomingtraffic.
Therewasconsiderabl@iscussioronthelistserv
aboutthehazardgheislandsposed. After afatal
headon accidentat onesetof theislandsthe PRA

The MontgomeryCountyDepartmenbf
TransportatiofMCDOT) hasagreedto the
requestof our Parkwood Residents
Associationto removethe sideislandsat
three intersectionson Cedar Lane:

Glenridge Franklin,andDresden.This agreat
exampleof the effectivenes®f our association
to bring aboutpositivechangegor our
neighborhood.

invited Kyle Liang,anMCDOT traffic engineer,to
our Fall 2016 meetingto hearaboutthe problems
residenthadexperiencedndto discusoptions.At
its Winter 2017meeting the PRA votedto request
thatMCDOT removetheislands citing the
difficulties thatresidenthadencouneredandthe
increasedisksthattheislandscreatedKira
Lueders Presidenof the PRA communicatedhis
requeswvith supportinganalysisso MCDOT.

Finding a Solution. With the helpof Aaron
Krautof CouncilmemberB e r | ioffice, thiee
PRA officers(Kira LuedersBailey Condrey,and
Jeff Griffith) metwith staff from the county
Departmenbf TransportatiofMCDOT) on August
17to look atthethreesetsof sideislandson Cedar
Lane.We werejoinedby Ron Sherrow,amember
of the ChevyChaseview Council. After watching
traffic navigatetheseislandsfor awhile, the
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